For More Information Contact: Lomond Tougas 802-356-3111

2010 Contest – Friday, July 23 @ 7:00pm

On The Common, Newbury, Vermont 05051


Contest Rules

Cracker Barrel Bazaar Fiddler’s Contest 2010
Divisions: A fiddler must enter the division for which he or she qualifies. Contestants can only enter one (1) division.


Junior-Junior (ages 12 and under)

Junior (ages 13-18)



Open (ages 19-59)


Senior (ages 60+)



Champion (open to all ages; winners of past years are encouraged to


compete in this division)

Tunes: Each fiddler will play a waltz, tune of choice, and hoedown (in that order). Tunes that do not meet the definitions below or tunes played in the wrong order will be disqualified and not scored.


Waltz: Any tune in ¾ time.



Tune of Choice: Any tune in 6/8, 9/8, or 12/8 time (Jigs), or in slow 2/4


or 4/4 time, such as Clog, Schottische, or Strathspey.



Hoedown: Any fast tune in 2/4 or 4/4 time commonly used for square or


contra dancing such as a Reel, Fast Hornpipe, Breakdown, Two Step,


Polka, or Rag.

The tunes must be from a recognized tradition of dance fiddling such as New England, Down East (Canadian Maritimes), French-Canadian, Cape Breton, Southern US, British Isles, etc.

Additional Rules:

1. 
Fiddlers may play alone or with up to two accompanists. No electric or amplified
instruments, except for stage piano are allowed. The fiddler must lead at all times,
accompanists may not play melody or close harmony.

2. 
In the event of a tie, there will be a one-tune playoff.

3. 
In the event of an accident (such as broken string), the judges may allow the tune to be played
over.

4. 
The decision of the judges is final.

Judging Categories:

Rhythm & Timing (25 pts): The ability to set and maintain a steady, danceable tempo appropriate to tune type and style with no unevenness, breaks in rhythm, or dropped beats. Extra beats or measures are allowed in part of the tune if it is as the tune is traditionally played. Dotted notes or syncopation, when appropriate to the tune are also allowed. Excessive speed in not encouraged.

Tone & Clarity (25 pts): Notes played clearly, on pitch with good tone (does not mean sounding like a concert violinist).

Expression (25 pts): The ability to move the listener by the tasteful use of phrasing and dynamics, and by putting something of your own style or personality into the music.

Authenticity (25 pts): The ability to play danceable music in a manner appropriate to the style of music and in good taste. The fiddler should have a basic respect for the structure of the tune and the tradition and style of the tune’s origin. Variation and ornamentation should emphasize the distinctive flavor of the tune, not detract or obscure it. While there may be no ‘correct’ way to play any given tune, the fiddler’s version should be recognizable and not ‘short cut’ any important elements of the tune.

